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This responds to your request for threatened and endangered species information in the Clear Lake
Ecological Services Field Office’s area of responsibility. According to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act and the implementing regulations, it is the responsibility of each federal agency to ensure that
any action they authorize, find, or carry out is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any
federally listed species. Therefore, we are providing information to assist you in meeting your obligations
under the Endangered Species Act.

A county by county listing of federally listed threatened and endangered species that occur within this
office’s work area can be found at

http//www fws.gov/southwest/es/EndangeredSpecies/lists/ListSpecies.cfm. You should use the county
by county listing and other current species information to determine whether suitable habitat for a listed
species is present at your project site. If suitable habitat is present, a qualified individual should conduct
surveys to determine whether a listed species is present.

After completing 2 habitat evaluation and/or any necessary surveys, you should evaluate the project for
potential effects to listed species and make one of the following determinations:

No effect - the proposed action will not affect federally listed species or critical habitat (i.e., suitable
habitat for the species occurring in the project county is not present in or adjacent to the action area). No
coordination or contact with the Service is necessary. However, if the project changes or additional
information on the distribution of listed or proposed species becomes available, the project should be
reanalyzed for effects not previously considered.

Is not likely to adversely affect — the project may affect listed species and/or critical habitat, however,
the effects are expected to be discountable, insignificant, or completely beneficial. Certain avoidance and
minimization measures may need to be implemented in order to reach this level of effects. You should
seek written concurrence from the Service that adverse effects have been eliminated. Be sure to include
all of the information and documentation you used to reach your decision with your request for
concurrence. The Service must have this documentation before issuing a concurrence.

Is likely to adversely affect — adverse effects to listed species may occur as a direct or indirect result of
the proposed action or its interrelated or interdependent actions, and the effect is not discountable,
insignificant, or beneficial. If the overall effect of the proposed action is beneficial to the listed species
but also is likely to cause some adverse effects to individuals of that species, then the proposed action “is
likely to adversely affect” the listed species. An “is likely to adversely affect” determination requires
formal Section 7 consultation with this office.

Regardless of your determination, the Service recommends that you maintain a complete record of the
evaluation, including steps leading to the determination of affect, the qualified personne! conducting the
evaluation, habitat conditions, site photographs, and any other related articles.
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The Service’s Consultation Handbook is available online to assist you with further information on
definitions, process, and fulfilling Endangered Species Act requirements for your projects at

http://endangered. fws. sov/consultations/s 7Thndbl/s Thndbk.htm.

If we can further assist you in understanding your obligations under the Endangered Species Act, please
contact Kathy Nemec, Edith Erfling, or Catherine Yeargan at 281/286-8282.

Sincerely,

Llpohen £ [ Frrn

Stephen D. Parris
Field Supervisor, Clear Lake Field Office
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